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I,  A  T 


E  W  S 


D-5le°;ates  of  the  Indian  and  British    Gor-ernnonts  expect  to  begin 
negotiatioris  in  the  near  future  with  the~!^st  African  '^rovernment  for  joint 
p^irchase  of  East  Africa's  19.'.|.9-30  cotton  crop,  estimated  at  about  300,000 
balec  (of  ^^jO  pounds  gross;,     India  end  the  United  Kin.-jdorA  are  expoctsd  to 
share  tiie  cotton  on  a  basis  of  2  to  1,  respectively,  as  -vas  done  e:ich  year 
sirce  tiie  latcer  part  of  the  v/ar  period,     Indian  delef^atea  expecit  to 
negotiate  also  for  bulk  purchase??  of  cotton  fron  the  Anglo-Eg2,'3)tian  Sudan. 
The  Sudanese  Oovemiaent  held  auction  sales  for  the  19li-ci-i49  crop  but  imports 
into  India  v.ere  limited  to  only  20,500  bales  because  of  high  prices  paid 
at  the  auctions. 


The  spread  between  prices  for  American  and  other  raedium  staple  growths 
quoted  by  t;he  Fronch  Goverrjnent  v/idsnod  on  Decerabtr  3  ■'/''b.en  nei'.'-  price 
schedules  ^vere  announced  for  ootbon  delivered  in  Deoeinber  to  firius  receiv- 
ing cotton  froTTi  the  G-ovemment.     The  price  (effective  since  !To\'"e.iribor  11 ) 
for  American  Strict  Middling  1-inch  staple  ( rain- grown)  w^as  raised  from 
282  francs  per  net  kilogram  (3606  cents  a  povj.id)  cco.d.,  ex-government  ware- 
house, to  288  francs  (37»^4  cents).    The  prlcis  for  Fully  Good  Ashmovmi  2 
and  Uganda  (Busoga)  v.'er-;  incroas:;d  from  33O  to  37O  francs  (i42t8  to  1+8,0  cents) 
Prices  of  Indian  and  Pekistanl  vurioti  js  vToro  unchanged  or  increased 
slightly  except  American  seed  "padux"  which  -//as  increased  from  29I  to  298 
francs  (37.8  to  38,7  cents). 


A  one -year  cornmorcial  agreement  signco  by  representatives  of  France 
and  Pakistan  oii  NoveLiber  29  provides  for  oxchange  of  l63,000  bales  (of  ^00 
pounds  gross)     of  Pakistan  cotton  and  350,000  bales  of  jute,  among  other 
commodities,  for  French  industrial  products. 


NOTE:     Because .  of  .circ-um.stances  incident  to  the  Christmas  holiday,  the 
table  of  cotton  price  quota tioac  oii  world  markets  for  ohe  vreek  of  December 
26  is  omitted  'from  this  issue  of  Foreign  Crcps  md  iVkrkets,     It  will  bo 
published  in -the  Jan'oary  2,  I95O  is's^oe,  Qr&  will  also  the  table  for  the 
vfoek  of  that  date. 


FORBIOi"  GkOPo  AFP.  L'ARKE'TC 

Publish. a       ,kly  td'  inform,  producers,  processors,  distributors  ard  consumers 
of  farm  prorlucts  of  current  developments  abroad  1\-  the  croo  ard  livestock 
industries,  foreign  trends  in  price::  and  consijonpt ion  farm,  prcoucts,  and - 
world  agricuatoral  trade,     Circulatioji  of  this  p-i-i-.i-.l  is  free  to  those 
needing  the  information  it  contairs  in  fanning,  '-wi...  ■. .  and  professional 
operations.     Issued,  by  the.  Office  of  Foreigr  Agricultural  Relations  of  the 
UoS,  Department  of  Agriculture,  V;--^ shir: g ton  25,  D,  C, 


December  Lo,  19^9 


Foreign  Crops  o.nd.  Llarlcets 


67U 


7J0RLD  CORl^  E3TI^I/ITE  REDUCED 

The  7,-orld  corn  crop  in  l'-)U^-^0  is  nou-  estimated  at  about  5»7  billion 
busLelc,  accordinf,  to_  the  latest  information  available  to  the  Office  of 
Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,    Though  smller  than  the  crop  of  about  6 
billion  bushels  a  year  ago,  it  is,  with  the  exception  of  that  record  crop, 
the  world's  largest  corn  outturn.    The  high  level  of  production  is  largely 
due  to  near-record  yields  in  the  United  States,  v/here  approximately  60 
ps-rcent  of  the  v'orld's  corn  v^as  produced  both  this  year  and  lasb.  A 
reduction  of  about  100  million  bushels  in  the  estimate  for  the  United 
States  crop,  since  publication  of  the  last  v;-orld  summary,  accounts  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  125  JT^ilHor  busnel  reduction  in  the  v:orld  crop. 

The  li o rt h  Am.e r i can  total  is  now  estimated  at  5.5  billion  bushels,  of 
which    the  United  States  accounts  for  ^,h,  billion.    This  year's  production 
of  corn  for  all  purposes  is  l\6  percent  lar:;er  than  the  1935-39  average, 
despite  a  reduction  of  about  6  m.illion  acres  in  the  harvested  area  since 
that  period.    Average  yields  shew  an  increase  of  IL4.  bushels  per  acre  over 
the  1935~39  yields  as  a  result  of  improved  cultu.ral  practices  and  wide- 
spread use  of  higher-yielding  hybrid  varieties. 

The  European  harvest  is  estimated  at  66O  million  bushels,  compared 
with  680  million  in  19U-Q  and  the  69S  ijiillion  bushel  average  for  1935-39» 
Good  crops  were  reported  for  the  Balkan  couiitries  except  Rumania,  whore 
drought  reduced  the  crop.     Italy,  another  important  producer,  reports 
better  than  average  yields,     Som.e  m-inor  producing  c.:^^antries,  especially 
Spain,  Portugal,  and  France,  however,  report  yields  considerably  below 
average. 

Yields  in  the  Soviet  Union  are  also  indicated  to  be  slightly  belovf 
average.    Acreage  is  estimated  to  be  85  percent  of  the  prewar  average 
and  and  the  final  outturn,  tentatively  placed  at  li+O  miillion  bushels, 
would  be  82  percent  of  the  1933-39  average. 

Production  in  Asia  is  estimated  at  595  iriillion  bushels,  only  slightly 
belovv  the  prev;v.r  average  of  61O  million  bushels.    Acreage  v/as  larger  than 
i?i  thu  prewar  period,  but  yields  v'ore  generally  smaller. 

The  crop  in  Africa  is  forecast  at  the  •".bove-average  figure  cf  275 
million  bushels.     Official  estimates  are  available  for  only  a  limited 
number  of  countries,  but  crop  inf orLB.tion  indicates  favorable  conditions 
in  m.ost  im.portant  prodvicing  areas. 

Good  conditio:ris  are  reported  for  most  South  Am.erican  coun.tries,  and 
the  present  outlook  is  favorable  for  the  harvest,  which  v.-'ill  begin  in 
T^ilarch.     The  crop  in  Argentina  may  be  about  the  same  as  last  year's 
outturn  of  I80  million  bushels.     Yields  are  expected  to  be  above  average 
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from  an  acreage  only  about  half  as  lixr^e  as  the  prev.xr  aoreat^e.  Trade 
estiri-tes  place  the  present  area  as  muoji  as  30  percent  belo";  the  19lL8-i'9 
acrea;^e  * 

Corn  is  of  minor  i-r^iortance  in  Oceania .    Present  prospects  are  for 
a  below-average  harvest  because  of  -educed  plantings . 

This  is  one  of  a  series  of  ret-ulcTrly'Tc'heduled  reports  on  v/orld  a-rioultural 
production  approved  oy  th;j  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relaljions  CoirL-ilttee 
on  Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  otatistics.     For  this  report,  the  Coinjulttoe 
v/as  composed  of  Joseph  A.  Becker,  Chairman,  Clarence  lu.  f'urves,  Robert  L. 
Gastineau  and  Judith  ^.  Dor/ney« 


19L,9-50  WORLD  DRY  PEA  PRODUCTIOIJ  BELOW  PRBVIOTJS  SSAyCTI 

Dry  edible  pea  production  in  3I  countries  is  estiiis.ted  at  82  million 
bags  in  the  19l!.9-?0  season — a  decline  of  5  irdllior  oajs  or  6  percent  from 
the  hif,h  output  of  67  million  ba,"s  i:.  IQh^O—lQ,    T/hile  production  is  below 
last  year  it  is  I6  percent  ab/ove  the  pre:var  (l9??-39)  average  f-r  these 
51  countries.     Therefore,  the  vorld  por-c--.:ita  siippljr  of  dry  peas  is 
indicated  to  bo  5li;:-htly  above  noi'mal,  world  population  also  having  increased 
since  preivci.r. 

The  area  of  naior  reduction  fro-^;  the  high  production  of  l^l^L-h-J  vra.s 
in  thv^  Far  Last  where  China  i^  by  far  the  largest  producing  country.  The 
V)h9  orop  in  the  Far  East  v/as  esti:Mat^;d  at  63  :iillion  bags  or  9  percent 
below  the  69  million  ba -s  e::tir.ated  for  19i.;.8.     But  bhe  1;Jl9  crop  v/as  I3 
percent  above  the  prev-ar  av^^ra,:;o  of  96  million  bags.    The  19i_|.9  proQuction 
in  the  Far  East  is  thus  quite  sufficient  to  provic-e  the  present  population 
of  the  Far  East  v/ith  per-capita  supplies  of  c^ry  peas  equivalent  to  prewar. 

The  greatest  reduction  percentage  occurred  in  North  America,  notably 
Canada  and  th--^  Unitca  States.    The  19L1.9  crop,  estimated  at  k  million  bo.2;3, 
was  11  percent  or  about  one-half  rrallion  bags  less  than  in  19i_|.8.     It  was 
only  about  half  of  the  high  warti.me  (igUO-ijlj.)  average  production  of  7.6 
million  bags.    I'lotwithstanding  these  marked  declines,  the  191,^9  production 
in  North  America  is  I9  percent  abovu  the  prev/ar  levels.    This' is  only 
slightly  more  than  enough  to  meet  normal  prev,t..r  per~capita  domestic  n  eds 
and  normal  exports,    Europe  j.nd  Latin  America  normally  orovide  the  major 
miirkots  for  exportable  neus  frojii  hort.h  .^merica. 

In  Europe,  hev^evr,  tb.o  lo),')  crop  is  at  an  unusually  high  level.  It 
is^estimatcd  at  2C  nerc-.at  abuv.-.  pr.-v,-ar  and  is  I7  percen'b  abnvo  last  ;,^ear 
and  6  percent  above  the  v.rarti:!^-  avero.ge  production  of  11. 5  million  bags. 
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The  19i4.9  acreage  of  peas  in  Europe  on  th'-  v.-hole  v,'?.s  slightly  below  last 
year,  but  almost  29  percent  above  prev.-^.r.    I-.Iost  o2  this  increase  occurred 
in  co-ontries  of  western  Europe.    Acreage  declined  cubstantially  in  most 
of  eastern  and  southern  Europe. 

Tlie  19^49  grc-^ing  season  in  Europe  was  spotty  as  reflected  in  average 
yields  per  acre.     In  tne  eastern  and  southern  countries  yields  v/ere  low 
while  in  zoir.e  of  v-e stern  caid  northern  Europe  they  -.ver*^  excellent »  i'hey 
werr.  or.pecially  high  in  the  United  Kingdom,  the,  Netherlands,  Belgiiin, 
Finland  and  '.TorT;ay.    All  these  co^Jintries  report  a  very  high  yiold   on  sub- 
stantially the  samj  or  less  acr-^age  than  last  year.     Consequently  production 
vra.s  not  0.3  much  higher  as  yields  inight  suggest  e:;c-spt  in  the  United  Kin;';dom. 

A  phenoxnenal  increase  of  production  has  been  acooinplished  in  the 
United  Kinrdoin  in  recent  years,  through  a  combination  of  good  weather 
and  Govimniental  encourage: ment  to  dcxestic  pea  producers.    Pea  production 
in  I9U9  roaciLed  3.2  million  bags  or  10  bir.es  the  pro^A-ur  1933-39  estimate 
of  .3  million  bags.     Since  prewar  the  United  Kingdom  has  advanced  from 
the  fourteentli  or  fifteenth  largest  dry  pea-prod uoing  country  in  Europe 
to  take  a  substantial  leaa  over  Germany — nov;  the  second  largest  producer. 
Poland  normally  ivould  exceed  G3r.m3.ny  out  authentic  figures  are  not  now- 
available  frD-_         former  couiitry.    Poland's  production,  hov.^ever,  is 
gen>.-rally  Icsc  c'^a:i  2  million  bags  v.diich  is  only  t^-ro-thirds  of  the  present 
level  attained  in  the  United  .iingdom. 

Little  of  iiuportance  has  developed  in  the  pea  production  of  other 
areas  of  the  v.-orld  e::cept  perhaps  that  in  South  America  it  has  declined 
tov.-ard  tlie  prewar  level  from  a  fair  increase  above  that  level  during  the 
v^ar.     There  are  indications  that  production  in  hevf  Zealand  ir.  the  future 
may  not  receive  the  encouragemer_t  it  did  during  the  Y/ar.     This  is  not 
yet  indicated  in  th'„  oroductio:'.  figuros,  hov/ever. 

Pea  acr-'-ago  in  nearly  all  ina.ior  areas  y;as  at  a  hJ.ghjr  level  in 
relation  to  prewar  than  v/as  production.    This  w^s  especially  true  in 
Worth  Amcricu  wh.:re  tiie  I9I4.9  acreag'o  -.vas  up  Ii.2  perc-,nt  from  prev/ar, 
compared  to  a  rise  of  only  I9  percent  in  production.     Yields  per  acre 
were  belov/  normal  on  nearly  all  continents  ii;  I9I4-9.     It  follov^s,  there- 
fore that  v.-ith  a  return  to  normal  yields,  production  v.'ould  be  higher 
t?ian  in  19li9  '•'.'•ithout  any  further  inor  -ase  of  acrer.ge.    This,  again,  is 
csp'^cially  trn.o  in  North  America,  particularly  in  Canada  and  the  United 
States.     Ir  face  a  prewar  (1933-39)  yield  on  tho  1949  acreago  in  horth 
Am.erica  woulQ  produce  a  pea  crop  of  about  k,2  million  b:igs  or  19  percent 
larger  tha>.  ir  I9I19.    A  yield  a;;  high  as  th.:  5-year  average  lob,0~)'h  on 
the  igJiV  ■.  -r  ■-r/j  would  p'-oduce  t.S  nallion  or  39  percent  higher  than 
in  19l4.5« 
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•TOI^CO 

JfEXICO'S  FOREiai'I  TRADE 
BI  TOBACCO  IjECLII^ES 

iiexico's  imports  and  exports  of  leaf  tobacoo  during  the  firr.]t  G  months 
of  19^-^9  v.-er3  ,bGlo\Y  the  level  of  the  corresponding  period  of  19i-|.S,  accord- 
ing to  the  American  Embassy  in  keTiico  City. 

The  country's  imports  of  leaf  for  the  8  months  ending  September  30, 
191.195  totaled  lj603,000  poimds,  compared  vdth  1,7''37*000  pounds  during 
Jajiuary-September  IS'US*    Practically  all  imports  during  the  first  8  months 
of  I'r'^hr? s  v:hich  consisted  largely  of  Burley  and  flue-cured  leaf,  came  from 
the  United  States.     In  addition  to  leaf,  Mexico  imoortod  about  .'4,600 
pounds  of  manufactured  tobacco  products  during  January-September  19U9* 

J.eaf  exports  for  the  first  8  months  of  19[i9  totaled  112,000  poiinds. 
This  coiiipares  v.'ith  about  22l_|.,000  po^mds  during  the  oorrosponding  period 
of  I'-^lj.S.    Belgium  was  the  principal  outlet  for  Mexico's  leaf  during 
January-September  1914-9^  taking  88, 8L.9  pounds  or  79  percent  of  the  total. 
Most  of  the  remainder  went  to  the  He  tli  or  land  3  and  Denmark.     In  addition 
to  loaf,  Mexico  exported  about  2,000  pounds  of  ^ranuf acuured  tobacco 
products  during  bhe  first  8  months  of  19U9c  , 

Ke-':ico  is  aliiiost  self-suf f ipient'  in  tobacco  production,  but  it 
normlly  imports  more  tobacco  than  it  exports.     The  country's  production 
of  loaf  during  t^^o  19[i3-[:.9  season  is  esti]T£.ted  at  53,500,000  pounds, 
compared  with  50,900,000  pounds  in  19ij7-Ii.3. 

FATS  AHD  OILS 

CHIM'S  TmCG  OIL  SURPLUS  UIJLIKELY  TO 
REaCU  UORI'AL  OUTLETS  IN  19i;9-50 

China's  19^4-9  tung  oil  production  is  estimated  at  110,000  short  tons 
compared  with  126,500  toxis  last  year.     On  the  basis  of  this  latest  pro- 
duction estimate  an  exportable  surplus  in  I9I19-5O  of  70,00\J  to  75,000  tons 
is  indicated  from  this  year's  crop.     Taken  together  vrith  the  carry-over 
from  I9U8,   it  appears  that  supplies  ■  could  be  j.n.ade  available  to  meet  an 
export  demand  at  the  19[j.7-n8  level  of  93*239  tons. 

Due  tc  transportation  and  Larketin^  dif f iculti 3s ,  hoivever,  it  is 
doubtful  that  as  much  as  55,000  t'-^ns  ivill  mov  3  out  in  lQi|9-50.  The 
present  tendency  of  increasing  exports  to  the  U.S.S*R.  m-ay  further  reduce 
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the  availability  of  tuins  oil  for  othor  destinc.tions ,  particular!;'-  under 
present  conditions  of  lo\;  port  stoc'zs  ■'.:A  sIot,';  arrivals. 

Stocks  in  ShaiJt^hai  in.  eai-ly  Decerfoer  v-sre  estirr^ated  at  not  more  than 
200  tons  and  Hankov:  kad    200  or  3OO  ton?.    November  stocks  in  Hong  Kong 
wore  only  about  4OO  tons,  but  October  mports  showed  2,750  tons  in  Chungking 
and  Ii.,UOO  tons  in  I'Vanhsein.    Difficulties  vith  river  shipping  are  the  main 
obstacle  in  bringing  these  stocks  out.    River  shipping  normally  improves 
somewhat  in  the  spring  bub  lack  of  shipping  space  and  the  risk  of  air 
attack  are  still  important  factors  in  restricting  future  arrivals. 

Tung  oil  exports  from  China  for  19L(.8-Ij.9  s.re  estiimted  at  57,000  tons 
of  v'hich  75  oercent  ims  shipped  before  the  May  change-over.    Hong  Kong 
Iv-s  played  the  major  role  in  the  tuag  oil  export  trade  since  My, 
Slianghai's  share  of  the  exports  fro:i  r.fc.y  through  October  was  1,7^  tons, 
of  .vhich  more  than  two-thirds  w-ent  oo  the  "J.o.S.R. 

Tu:ig  oil  recentlj^  sold  in  Shanghai  for  2h  cents  per  pound  basis 
delivered  IJew  York  in  driuns,  but  shipping  space  is  so  difficult  that  even 
drum 'cargo  must  move  in  small  volume.    Bulk  space  is  totally  unavailable. 
Prices  at  Hong  Kong  increased  from  '^0  nong  Kong  dollars  per  picul  (I33-I/3 
poijuids)  at  the  begin-rdng  of  the  iioason  to  some  I90  dollars  in  November. 
Further  price  incre'\ses  are  anticipated  as  stocks  are  about  depleted  and 
the  prospects  for  future  arriva.ls  froin  the  iriainland  re.^ain  dim.. 

PEILIPPIHC  COPRA  EXPORTS 
LO\W.ST  oliiCE  JULY 

Pliilippin.e  copra  exports  during  November  amounted  to  50*991  long 
tens,  the  Sinallest  monthly  shipment  since  July.     Januax^y-Uovember  exports 
totaled.  500,065  tons  coi"pared  v/j.th  571>&22  toiiis  during  the  comparable 
period  of  1QI\.o, 

November  coconu.t  oil  shipnients  came  tc  h,6l4.J>  tons,  the  lowest  m.onthly 
total  since  April.       The  11-m.ontli  accumulation  of  57>'"'^63,  hov/ever, 
exceeded  the  19^1-8    comparable  figure  by  almost  60  percent  and  last  year's 
total  for  the  year  by  38  percent. 

On  a  co-.-ibined  basis,  exports  at  the  end  of  November  were  only  5  per- 
cent l.;So  thar  during  thtj  first  11  months  of  I9I4.6. 

Copra  prices  were  quoted  in  md-December  at  I17O  per  short  ton  c.i.f. 
Pacific  Coast  ($180  -  $135  in  Novemtier).     Local  buying  prices  are  reported 
at  32.50  pesos  per  100  kilograms  ($165.10  per  long  ton)  in  Manila  and  30  to 
33  pesoa  ($152 Ao  to  $167-0)  in  producing  areas.  • 
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HIILIPPINl  REPUBLIC:    Coconut  oil  exports,  Novern'oer  19^+9  with  comparlsona 

(Long  tons)  ^  


Country  of 
destination 


Average 
1935-39 


19i+8  1/ 


/:  Jan,  -Nov, 


19^1/ 


 Novem"ber 

"19^  1/7    19^9  1/ 


United  States  . 

Canada  

Norway  

Bizonal  uermany 
Italy  ........... 

Netherlands  .  .  . 
Clilna........ 

PiOnp  Kong   

Poland   

oiam  

Trieste   

Otlier  co'j ntr le  s 

Total   

T/  Preliminary. 
American  Em.hassy 


155,358 
1,885 


302 
583 

2,815 


^1,338 


3Q6 


125 
126 


i^5,585 

500 
3,830 
k,2k9 
l,k09 
73 

260 


1,962 


3,181 


125 


3,088 


k9k 


1,061 


Ta;985 


30^' 


Manila 


PHILIPPINE  REPUBLIC:  Copra 


exports,  November  19^+9  vith  comparisons 
(Loi:ig_  tons] 


Topra  distribution 


Country  l/ 


Average 
1935-39 


United  States  (total) 
Atlantic  Coe.st... 
Gulf  Coast.  ....... 

Pacific  Coast  

Canada.,  

Mexico  

Panama  Canal  Zone .... 

Pana  ma ,  Re  pub 1 i  c  of . . 

Colombia  

Venezuela. . . ,  

Austria  

EelginjTL  

Denmark  

France  


Bizonal  Germany. . 
Italy.....  

Netherlands  

Noi^ay  

Poland  

Sweden  

Switzerland  

Japan  

Syria  

Eg:vTt  


Union  of  Sou.th  Africa 

Others  

Total  


^06,301 


260 


10 
6 , 025 
2^^,589 
7,309 
i^,079 
28,lM5 
91 

U"l83 

1^1+7 

l'271 

8"758 


19'48  2/ 


36^4.  ,102 
61,618 
69,320 

233',  loh 
17,0.'+9 

'707 
1,  357 
6,99^ 
3,868 
6.000 
1,000 
26,536 
65,912 
17,250 
21,900 
8, 9^9 
9,276 
3l,7[v9 
k,  7^8 
1,000 

l,^^3 


"■625Tb3^ 


Jan.  -Nov. 

19h9  2/ 


3/. 


337,823 
37,699 
^l,i^-57 

258^667 
13,^00 

'775 
209 

l+,000 

1,133 

6,650 
16,085 
2^,757 
28,510 
15,830 
6,350 
8,000 
1,500 
7,600 
800 
6,07f; 
1,300 

2,'l98 

26,070 


50b, 065 


November  

19^9  2/" 


T9^^B^ 


31,053 
9,297 
9,956 

12 ,  il-00 


750 
9,650 
3,600 

1,000 


6,000 
1,1^1^3 


600 


51^,696 


37,191 
6,269 
)+.256 

26,666 
500 


ij-,000 
1,000 


780 
k,  220 
1,500 


800 


507991 


1/  Declared  destination.    2/  Preliminary.     3/  21,190  to  Trieste;  2,000  to 
A?ugerxa;  2,^4-7^  to  Palestine;  and  ^+06  to  others. 


American  Erabassy,  Manila. 
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u..  .    TL::n'-D  cnopt  larger  .      ■  ■ 

'-;..jer  estrn-a-^es  for  the  '|.  iiio.jor  o:llsood  crops  rrovm  in  ths 
i;.  '      ■      ';.\;cs  ere  larger  tiian  reported  iir  recent  v/orld  suTrmiaries  released 

ULTice  of  Forei^ii  Agricultural  Relations  and,  w.th  the  exception  of 
•iG-r.n^ito,  y^e  lyi4.8  crops  have  beon  revised  upward*    Foil  orbing  are  tlie 
h-.tozc  fi^;;tt-c3  for  I9L1.9  v.-ith  IS'U^  'in  parentheses:     GottoriBeed  6,i;77,000 
chert  toris  (5/^U5,030),  peanuts  9^6,570  tons  (1,169, 200),  soybeans 
222,-305,000  bushels  (223,006,000),'  and  flaxseed  Ii.3,66ii,000  bushels 

:5;.,  520,  COO).  ;  ■  ,  , 

221  :22;;"',;  22P^2L^D  A!TD  '  ■ 

?R2X::  .22  C20PS  I!:CR;2fi.SE 

3ol[^iun's  19149  oilseed  crops,  v/hich  r,upply  only  a' minor  portion  of 
do-:oetic  I'onuir  orients,  are  larger  th.a;-i.  in  19i4-8»    Rape  seed  production  is 
ectiiir-ted  at  10,^00  shorb  tors,  :iiore  than  double  the  19i!-8  output  of  about 
li,000  t'^ns -,    The  flaxseed  crop  of  626,000  bi;shels  is  J  percent  above  that 
of  a  year  a;;"o. 

D'lrir.q  2ar;.iary-i-ugust  net  ir-porbs  of  vegetable  oils  and  oilseeds,  as 
oil,  totaled  62,000  tons.     The  oilc  cui.ie  chiefly  froT'i  the  Belgian  Congo 
e.rd  the  United  2tai:e3;  the  oilseeds  froin  Canada,  the  Congo,  and  the  united 
^:tatOo. 

EXr-Ri    ,i'-Ta  ^■2.^UL2TI023 

India's  pyGtoiii  of  r;ranting  individual  export  nuotas  '  only  1 0  established 
exporter.^  cf  flaxseed,  peanuts,  and  thoii'  oils  has  b  jen  di;jc  ontini;ed , 
l-crj:ii':-c  :>/,y;  arc  ionued  a-';  the  ti;r.o  of  shipTicat  on  a  f ir st-oome-f irst- 
s  rv..'  'jri-o."  pio  er.cept  that  th.'.  upper  limit  on  volurie  inay  be  fixed  from 
ti.uc  t..  tiriO  in  t2 :  i-.t^-rcst  of  i/Lter:.:'al  prices  and  supplies. 

I'RThCH  20R0C:0'o  0ILS22D 

2.,T2  '2  I^'J22A'^2..-  o'2v22L2  •  • 

2'    ;"h  L'orccco's  19.-'-9  oilseed  prod'.icti on  is  almost  double  that  of 
1 2' :.■  ■ ,  i'dii./;  to  t.hc  American  Consulate,  Rabat.    The  increase  ivas  the 

rerwl'-,  r.f  i.or.-a.e  expa.'^sion  in  flaxseed  and  sunflov:or  seed,  the  principal 
oilS'.:'"2  nro]^.>, 

Flaxsn  d  production  is  estimated  at  2,lj:00,000  bushels  compared  v.lth 
about  1,^30,  ^Ou  last  year  and  only  3;')0,000  prewar.     S'onf  lower  seed  output 
amount'-'  to  5,900  fhorb  tons  against  3,200  in  191+3  ard  a  negligible 
quf^.ntity  iu  orov-ar  y  ars.     Safflov/er  seud  productiori,  on  the  othur  hand. 
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decreased  from  93O  tons  in  I9I1.3  to  280  tons  this  year.     The  yield  of  other 
oilseeds  cvxltivated  in  Morocco,  sesavie  seed,  rapeseed,  castor  beans,  soy- 
beans, and  cottonseed,  is  unofficially  estii-nated  at  7,700  tons,  or 
approximately  the  same  as  in  19i-t-8. 


FRENCH  MOROCCO:     Oilseed  production^ 
I9U9  "^'^i      °  ompa  ri  s  ons 


Year 

Flaxseed 

Sunflower  seed 

Safflower  seed 

Area 

Producti on 

Area 

Production 

Area 

.Production 

Acres 

1,000 
bushels 

Acres 

Short 
tons 

Acres 

Short 
tons 

Average 
1933-39... 

19l-^7  ■ 

IQI4-8  

I9i^9  2/.., 

51,100 

7U,Uoo 

121,100 
296,500 

362 
39U 
1,228 
2,421 

1/ 
10,100 

10,500 

21,i400 

1/ 
2,500 
3,200 

5,900 

1/ 
1,500 

3,Uoo 
2,500 

930 

280 

Amerioo^n  Consulate,  Rabat. 


The  acreage  planted  to  flaxseed  and  sunflower  seed  was  more  than 
doubled,  due  primarily  to  the  generous  price  incentive  offered  by  the  Govern- 
ment.    Grovirers  were  to  receive  3.5  tim.es  the  price  of  Moroccan  soft  wheat 
or  8O.5  francs  per  kilogram  (l5«85  pe^  bushel)  for  flaxseed  and  2,5  times 
the  wheat  price,  or  57.5  francs  (^^114.9  p®r  ton)  for  sunflower  seed. 
SaffloV'/er  acreage  decreased  because  the  price  offered  was  only  I.7  tim.es 
that  of  vdieat,  or  32.1  francs  ($63  per  ton).  _^ 

Both  the  wholesale  and  the  retail  prices  of  all  edible  oils  (except 
pure  peanut  and  olive  oils)  v;ere  officially  decreased  by  20  francs  per 
kilo    (2,60  cents  per  pound),  effective  October  15«    This  included  "huile 
de  bouche"  or  ordinary  oil,  composed  of  90  percent  peanut  oil  and  10  per- 
cent of  palm,  rapeseed,  and  other  oils,  v/hich  accounts  for  95  percent  of 
Moroccan  oil  consumption  in  tovrns  and  cities.    A  corresponamg  decrease 
in  the  prices  of  pure  peanut  oil  vfas  decreed  effective  November  23.  This 
accounts  for  the  other  5  percent  of  oil  consumption  in  tovms  and  cities 
( olivG  oil  is  consiamed,  normally,  only  in  producing  areas),    Yfith  Govern- 
m.ent  stocks  of  edible  oils  unusualljA  large  and  the  price  of  Moroccan  olive 
oil  approximately  at  the  level  of  other  vegetable  oil  prices  the  consumer 
may  noiv  purchase  the  latter  at  a  reasonable  price  or  ordinary  blended  oil 
at  a  somewhat  lower  price. 

The  outlook  for  vegetable  oilseed  production  in  the  coming  year  is 
not  as  favorable  as  it  was  this  year.     The  French  Government,  which. 
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because  of  its  mjor  interest  as  an  importer,  sets  the  ooefficient  for 
Moroccan  flaxseed,  has  reduced  it  for  the  I95O  crop  to  2.1;  times  the 
official  farm  price  of  Moroccan  soft  wheat.    The  coefficients  for  sun- 
flov:er  and  safflowcr  seed  likev/ise  are  expected  to  be  reduced,  possibly 
to  1.6  or  1.7  and  I.3  or  l,k,  respectively.     Consequently,  growers 
undoubtedly  will  reduce  plantings  of  these  3  crops.    Presumably  those 
vdth  meclianical  and  more  scientific  means  of  cultivation  at  their  disposal 
will  revert  to  the  cultivation  of  wheat  which  they  can  be  reasonably  sure 
of  irarketing  at  a  good  profit. 

COTTON  AND  OTHER  FIBER 

BRAZIL'S  COTTON  EXPORTS  DOW 
BUT  PRODUCTION  POINTS  UPWARD 

Exports  of  cotton  from  Brazil  during  August-November  19^9  totaled 
only  236,000  bales  (of  5OO  poimds  gross )' compared  vdth  514.0,000  for  a 
similar  period  a  year  ago.    Sales  for  export  have  been  light  in- recent 
vj-eeks  as  a  result  of  relatively  low  supplies  available  for  export,  high 
prices  and  scarcity  of  credit  facilities  for  financing  cotton  purchases. 

Prices  for  Sao  Paulo,  type  5  ^"t  Sao  Paulo  v/ere  equivalent  to  about 
32  cents  (U.S.)  a  pound  early  in  November.    They  declined  to  a  little, 
less  than  3I  cents  by  the  middle  of  December  but  were  still  3  "to  U  cents 
higher  than  those  for  American  of  comparable  grade  and  staple. 

Planting  of  the  19l+9~50  crop  in  South  Brazil  is  just  being  completed 
after  a  month's  delay  due  to  drought.    The  quantity  of  seed  distributed 
by  agencies  of  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo  for  planting  the  current  crop  is 
about  3^  percent  higher  than  that  for  a  year  ago  but  a  proportionate 
increase  in  acreage  may  not  be  realized  because  of  considerable  replant- 
ing usually  done  after  periods  of  early  drought.    Private  sources  expect 
an  increase  of  at  least  20  percent  in  acreage  and  production  after  allow- 
ing for  replanting  and  heavier  losses  to  insects  as  a  result  of  late 
planting. 

Adding  about  20  percent  to  the  19148-14.9  production  estimate  of 
1,01+0,000  bales  for  Sao  Paulo,  a  rough  estimate  of  80,000  bales  for 
minor  producing  states  in  South  Brazil  and  1|60,000  bales  for  North  Brazil, 
a  total  of  1,800,000  bales  is  seen  to  be  in  prospect  for  all  Brazil,  The 
I9U8-U9  estimate  (revised)  is  1,51+0,000  bales. 

Hill  consumption  estimates  by  imofficial  sources  average  about 
875,000  bales  for  I9I4.9-5O.     Stocks  are  expected  to  bo  almost  dovm  to  a 
minimum  working  stock  level  when  the  nev;  South  Brazil  crop  arrives  on 
the  market  beginning  in  April  1950.     The  surplus  available  for  export  in 
1950  and  early  I95I  can  hardly  exceed  900,000  bales  unless  exceptionally 


DeoeMber  25,  1949 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


685 


BMZIL:    Cotton  exports  "by  countries  of  destination; 
averages  193^-38  and  1939-^3;  ann'ial  19i+-7  and  19k6: 
AuguGt  -  November  19*4-8  and  19*^9 
(Bales  of  500  pounds  gross) 


Year  "beginning  August  1 


Averaf'e 


193^^ 


1939-^^3 


19*^1 


19i^8 


AugtA  st  -November  

19^8    :    19^9  1/ 


:  1, 000 

:  bales 

United  Kingdom.  .  :  230 . 7 

Germany.  :  331.2 

France  :  92 . 1 

Belgium   3^1-. 2 

Netherlands,  :  31.1 

Italy  :  38.5 

Poland.   ;  17.3 

Portugal  »  :  20.7 

Spain  ..:  2.2 

Sweden  :  k-.9 

Finland  : 

Norway.  i  ■ 

Japan  :  200.2 

China . .    :  50 . 1 

United  States. ...... ;  k,k 

Canada  :  .2 

Colombia  :  .1 

Chile  : 

Cuba  c  ..... : 

Uruguay  : 

Australia  =  : 

Other  C  ountr ie  s  :  7-2 


Total, . 


:  1,065.1 


1,000 
bales 

206.0 
16.0 
11.3 
k.k 
7.6 
5.3 

22.5 
S3.1 
69.^ 

121^.5 
79.^ 
62.0 
85.2 
36.9 
2.2 
1.8 

1.2 

6.6 


1,000 
"bales 

11^7  A 
1.7 
61.0 
136.6 
91.2 
119.3 
6k.  i 
14. 7 
161.2 
33.i^ 
8.2 
8.6 
0 

21^.8 
3.2 
36.3 
18.6 
16.9 
k.b 
12.1 
21.0 
63.6 


3/ 


1,000 
bales 

319.6 
1.2 
Sk.k 
18.3 
6.9 
2h.3 
111.0 
29.3 
l6iv.8 
50.2 
l.k 
0 

2.3 

.1^ 

0 

l.I^ 
11.7 

10.1^ 
h.l 
6.1 

21.9 

83.6 


1,000 
bales 


186 
1 
50 
■  16 
6 
21 

55 
1 
98 
11 
1 


1 

k/  62 


830.9 


l,0it9.1 


955.0 


5^0.  i<- 


1,000 
bales 

127.3 

0 

i^.8 
.6 
3.9 

0 

10.5 

.6 
33.0 
37.1 

0 
0 
0 

.6 
.1 

0 
.2 

k.K 

0 

J+.2 
7.5 
1.5 


236.3 


1/  Preliminary.  2/  Less  than  5OO.  3/  Largely  cotton  for  transshipment  to 
Canada.      k/  India  I9.3;  Emiania  11.5;  Trieste  l8.2. 


Compiled  from  "Comercio  Exterior  do  Brazil"  and  Foreign  Service  Reports, 
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favnrablo  v;oo.th'  r  conditions  latsr  in  the  soason  cause  abnormally  high 
vijldr.,    ".'^-.xt  of  fchw  North  Brazi]  crop  ic  uaed  locp.lly  or  shipped  to  mills 
in  ;''-;ut].  Brazil..    F^xports  from  those  areas  in  rccont  ye;xrs  seldom  have 
..d_;d  ydfOQO  bales  a  year, 

IJIDIA  ElITEPf^.  J.!/drf:ET  FOR 
LARGE-SCALE  .CCTTON  lilPORTS 

The  Govornnent  of  India  anno^onc^d  on  Septorib'-jr  IIl  that  exports  of 
Indian  cotton  in  19k9-50  ( Septembor-August )  vdll  be  linit-id  to  a  total  of 
200,000  bales  ( 163,000  bales  of  500  pounds  gross).     Cotton  exports  totaled 
261,000  bales  (of  ;:^0  pounds)  in  19^8-1x9  compared  with  800,000  to 
1,000,000  bales  annually  in  previous  post'^ar  years  and  a  prev^ar  average 
of  2,6'p'j,OjO  bales.     The  principvl  cause  for  the  r-'Striction  of  exports 
is      r>ovore  shortage  of  Indian  cotton    resulting  fron  loi^  production  since 
19k2  v.fhen  Liuch  cotton  acreage  wns  diver'jed  to  government -sponsored  food 
crops,  .  Ir:iport::  cince  the  separation  of  Pakis'tan  fro^n  India  in  August  19U7 
}i.ave  bo'^n  insufficient  to  bridge  the  gap  beti'/een  production  and  consumption 
because  of  :iiffioult  trad;  relations  "..etr.7eej:  th(^  -tvio  Doiainioi'iS  and  a 
scarcity  of  foreign  exchange  for  pui'cliases  outside-  the  sterling  area, 

i'-lso,  on  eopt'.'iauer  14  th-:  Indian  Govcrnriiejit  annoimced  that  foreign 
';xc}\a-ge  vdll  be  relea  sed  during  19^9-5'^        oov^^r  purchases  of  800,000 
bal':s  (655»'^0'^  equivalent  bales)  for  ir-ipox'ta tion  froin  all  sources,  includ- 
ing hare -currency  areas.     This  is  about  200,000  bales  less  than  the  total 
for  l'i'.8-l:9  but  probably  V;ill  be  adequate  because  of  an  increase  of  more 
tlv^n  500, '"'''.■O  bales  in  production  in  19ii9~3'^  over  that  of  a  year  ago. 

riie  -jxcho.nge  allocated  for  cotton  imports  this  year  includes 
290,000,000  rupees  (.^52,175,000)  for  iraports  of  cotton  from  the  United 
ot'.too,  Co.lif crnia-type  specified.    This  sum  should  cover  purchases  of 
nearly  '^'00, '^QG  ''^'-le.:  whicli  is  l:-.rger  by  far  than  im.perts  of  United  States 
cot-l-.on  in  any  y-ar  since  1926-2'/' ♦     United  3t  .;te^  enport  statistics  shov: 
experts  to  India  cf  5/)00  bules  last  ^rear,  21,000  in  19lt.7-lj.8,  practioally 
none  ii\  other  postv;ar  years  •■.nd  a  5~y'^'-i'  prei.nr  average  of  .IjIl, 000  bales, 

Searoity  rf  America-\-type  cotbon  available  to  India  from  other 
couT^'tries  vill  likely  result  in  consu-::U'ri.-;rio:;i  of  all  dollar  exchange  m£-Lde 
■•vailtO.-lo  to  cc'-ton  importers  in  In'^ia  if  mills  are  to  continue  operation 
•:vt  the  ptv  o  .;t  level  v/hich  is  already  ubc-ofc  25,000  bales  a  month  bclov; 
the  av^.rage  in  19!l9-14.9. 


LIVE.-.TOGK  A'JD  AUIK.L  FRODjCTS 

ITALL'.r  P0TiL:k{Y 
IIIDuSTRY  RECOVERI^^G 

Italian   .stirnates  indicr.te  poultry  numbers  vvore  approximately  67 
millio-  in  Vi^d  aad  should  number  :ibout  78  million  birds  during  19[j.9-50. 
This  eeul'l  l -  abc^ut  10  perce.T\t  above  prennr. 
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Tho  noat  recent  official  survey  indicabes  there  were  1|7«^  million 
hons  ar.d   3.4   inn.  11  ^  on  r'-'^>.;;ter g  on  Co.nvjxry  1,  IS^!?  ''^^^■'-^  production 
ct  th..  t  ti-,ia  wo.ij  ut  tliu  f.nnu^l  rate  of  .'.)., 26 0  million*    Ths  ogg  output 
per  hen  uould  but  slightly  abovo  9'-^  sgrs  a  yoar« 

Iriports  durinj;  tho  first  Imlf  of  19^9  totaled       million  eggs 
which  is  33  percent  irlore  th.-an  durir-g  ^'^anuary  to  Jur.e  of  19it8c  Total 
imports  of  'J2  mallion  eg^y  during  tho  12  ir,oii.ths  of  19'!|-6  vere  liJ  percent 
f^^bove  19i4-7  '^'^^  only  57  P'^rcont  of  pr  ^vra.r.    The  principal  supplying 
countries  aro  Bulgaria,  Dcniinrk,  Turkey,  Poland,  Yugoslavia,  and  tho 
Netherlands,     Imports  of  liqund  eggs  in  19i.)-8  w^re  2l\.  million  pounds, 
aboi.it  3  times  larger  than  in  provrir  years, 

It:.'.ly  exports  only  sirall  quantities  of  seasonally  early  eggs  to 
Austria.    The  per  capita  consumption  of  "both  e^ifis  and  poultry  meat  in 
1948  is  estimated  at  less  than  in  any  prewar  year  back  to  1920. 

TROFICAL  j.'RODTICT£ 

COLO^ffilA  ECTABLISirCC  IIE^Y 
COFFEE  E:C[^0RT  PRIC^^  SYST^rf 

On  October  28,  19U9*  'b'^-''  Governmer:.t  of  Colombia  issued  a  decree 
providtn?         th'.  octHbli&hmont  of  mi]:i.r,-.n  export  prices  for  coffee  on 
the  basis  of  prices  for  Colombian  ooff'vjy  prevailing  in  the  United  ^^tates, 
according  to  the  American  Sm.b?iG-..y,  Bo:;ota,    The  Office  of  S>:chango 
Control  in  Color.ibia  v/ill  l.c  informed  daily  b;-  the  National  Federation 
of  Coffee  ^rowers  of  the  dollar  price  fcr  pound  for  Cclo!ibi;..n  coffee  in 
tho  Unit      Statec  and  on  the  basis  of  this  inf or^.-..tio:'i  v;ill  fix  the 
minimun  f.a.s,  prices  ot  T.'hich  coffv^e  exporters  w-::.y  ship  from.  Colombian 
portL, 

Tlie  forrr.r  system  of  s  3tti:\g  fixed  m.inir..nirL  prices  periodioally 
has  proved  ins abis factory  in  viev/  of  receiit  sL.'.rp  fluetuations  in  coffee 
prices.    For  soiae  tinio,  C-^lomoiar.  cof.-*^ee  (.-^porters  registor'.jd  foreign 
sales  of  coffee  at  minimum  prices  rd-.ich  -  'ere  substantially  bt.lovr  prices 
they  aotuall;',''  r  eeiv,;d.    Dcll'rs  up  to  tiie  .j'l.oaat  regis  bered  u/ere  turned 
over  to  the  Bv.nk  of  the  Rt.p^ililio  for  .xsos  xt  the  leg^'l  exchange  rate, 
rind  dollars  rec'..ived  in  excess  of  the  r^'^gist':  red  pric.  s  vrci  exchanged 
through  unofficial  cha:  nels  at  a  higher  free  market  rote. 

A.S  a  r'N3ult  of  the  l;-suan.oe  of  tee  decr^-e  of  Ootol, er  28,  practically 
all  dollars  r..-c '  iv'^.d  by  ooffo';  ■^yport.n'S  re-.;  will  jiave  bn  be  jxclianged 
for  pesos  at   bhe  Inv;!  excba3:ge  ret:;  r/ith  t/ie  dank  of  t}ie  Kepu':d.ie  or 
other  autl:eri?', -^d  b^.nks,  and  th-'.  C'.lom'eian  'jf.veri.ment  thus  is  guar^.nt :.-ed 
the  jraxim.u:'!    uiv^uj-.t  of  f or<:  im-  excbange  avail'-.ble  from.  iti.  coff  ,.e  exports. 
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CRK'.TED  liJ  mXICO 

On  October  CI,  19l:9,  •  Mo;:ico  publishod  a  decree  ?,rea.tinp  a  Katiori&l 
Oofioe  Conr.i.si;io:i  to  be  composed  of  ropresentativGS  from  the  varioiis 
"cr/'^mnorr^  agencies  and  the  Union  of  Coffee  Gror:ers,  the  American  Enbass 
in  .".exico  City  reports, 

TiiG  piirpcsB  of  tne  Cr-irari.issn.on  is  to  formulate  plans  for  the  eGt-.-.tli 
meat  of      Coffee  Institute  at  the  end  of  tv;-o  years.    The  e:vc.ct  scope  cf 
the  Cor-rK:i'^sinn  and  the  proposed  Inrsti^utc  are '  undertermined  as  yet,  but 
the  c;e-'.err.l  objective.-?  are  the  impr cvenent  and  nodernization  of  present 
i.iotliods  of  production  and  the  genaral  expansion  of  the  coffee  industi'y. 

On  November  17,  19V^>  ^  Mexican  decree  was  issued  ost^ablishing  an 
export  tax  of  Ii.  centavos  per  kilogram  (about  28  cents  per  bag)  on  alt 
coffee  exported  from  Mexico.    The  tax  is  to  be  colloctoJ  at  the  p'-^rt  of 
exit.    Proceeds  from  this  tax  are  tc  be  used  for  the  riiintenance  of  the 
i»aticn.al  Coffee  Coimnission  and  the  furtherance  of  its  objectives. 


